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Florida A&M University  
COURSE NO. AND TITLE: PHI-2010 Intro to Philosophy  
COURSE CREDIT: 3 Credit Hours  
COURSE LEVEL: Introductory  
PRE-REQUISITES: None  
Semester: SU 2013  
Instructor: Dr. Michael C. LaBossiere  
 
By remaining enrolled in this class you indicate you have read, understood and accepted this syllabus.  
 
Course description: Introduction to philosophy is designed to introduce students to philosophical theories, 
specifically contemporary and historic theories, critical terminology, and the practical application of 
philosophical techniques and critical approaches. Specifically, students familiarize themselves with a diverse 
collection of approaches to philosophy.  Through examination of the theories through both print and 
technological means, students study critically various approaches to philosophy and present written critical 
analyses of primary sources. 
Required Text: Students are required to have the course readings and paper information. These are available 
in electronic format via Blackboard. 
 
Content Objectives (subject to revision)  
Part I Introduction The Wager, Pascal Part IV Value 
Introduction Part III Epistemology & Metaphysics Introduction-Ethics 
Writing Philosophy Papers Introduction-Epistemology Utilitarianism, Mill 
Origin of Western Philosophy The Analogy of the Cave, Plato The Categorical Imperative, Kant 
The Apology, Plato First Meditation, Descartes Introduction-Aesthetics 
Part II Philosophy & Religion Introduction-Metaphysics The New Aesthetics, Wilde 
Introduction Personal Identity, Locke Political & Social Philosophy 
The Ontological Argument,St. Anselm Personal Identity, Hume Fascism, Mussolini 
The Five Ways, St. Aquinas No Self Doctrine, Buddha On Liberty, Mill 
Arguments for God’s Existence, Leibniz Ghosts & Minds, LaBossiere Anarchism, Goldman 
God and Evil, Hume Meeting Yourself, LaBossiere  
Immortality, Hume Taoist Metaphysics, Lao Tzu  
Refutation of the Ontological Argument, Kant   
 
Generic teaching competencies and skills addressed Tests and written assignments in which the students 
develop and exercise the relevant skills and knowledge; provides exposure to diverse points, to present 
concepts and principles at different levels of complexity so they are meaningful to all students; represents 
concepts through a variety of methods, such as analogies, metaphors, models, and concrete materials; utilizes 
appropriate learning media, computer applications, and other technology to address learning objectives; 
selects activities that support the critical thinking processes; demonstrates knowledge of applications of 
computer technology to the teaching of ethics; demonstrates knowledge of methods, concepts and 
vocabulary; and develops critical philosophic skills. 
Specific behavioral objectives: The students read the text, prepare written assignments, take exams and 
quizzes; react to class discussion, and learn critical philosophic skills. 
Teaching Methods: The class combines elements of traditional lecture with active class participation. 
Traditional teaching methods are supplemented with email support and web based course material. 
 
Methods of Evaluation: Students are evaluated on the basis of the following-   
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Category Counted/Total % of Grade 
Papers 1/1 30% 
Exams 4/5 40% 
Quizzes 10/15+ 30% 
 
Paper: There is no make-up for the paper. The paper is governed by additional polices (see below). The paper 
drafts are turned in as hard copies. The final paper is turned in via Blackboard. 
Exams:  There are five tests. The best four count. Each exam has equal weight. There is one exam for each of 
the four sections and a comprehensive final exam. The exams are taken on Blackboard. The first four exams 
have 50 questions (25 TF and 25 Multiple Choice) each. The final has 100 questions (50 TF and 50 MC). 
Quizzes: There will be at least fifteen quizzes. The best ten count.  Each quiz has equal weight. Each quiz has 5 
TF questions. The quizzes are taken via Blackboard.  
 
Grade Scale 
Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade % 
A 90-100 B 80-89 C 70-79 D 60-69 F 0-59 
 
References, Supplemental Materials and Student Support Available 
 
Office: 203 Tucker Hall  
Phone: (850) 561-2839  
Email: ontologist@aol.com, Michael.labossiere@famu.edu 
Office Hours:  MTWR 12:40-1:10 
Additional Course Material: Course notes, sample/practice questions, PowerPoint files, and links to videos are 
available via Blackboard.  
 
General Polices (see Blackboard for the FAQs and other policy information). 
Academic Honor Policy: This class complies with the university academic honor policy. 
After the Semester: When the semester is over, it is over. No extra credit, retakes of exams, turning in of late 
papers or any other such things are allowed. This does not apply to incompletes.  
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. Students are fully responsible for any work, notes, announcements, or 
other information from missed classes.   

• Traditional course: attendance is defined as being physically present for the duration of the individual 
class meeting. Be sure to sign the roll. 

• Hybrid course: For in-person meetings, as per the traditional course. For online meetings, completing 
work on Blackboard counts as attendance on the date and time the work is completed.  

• Online course: completing work on Blackboard counts as attendance on the date and time the work is 
completed.  

Behavior: Behavior that disrupts the class or interferes with the learning process will not be tolerated. 
Blackboard: All course work (except paper drafts) is done via Blackboard. You are required to know how to 
use Blackboard and to arrange for reliable access to Blackboard. Class announcements are sent via Blackboard 
and students are required to check Blackboard at least weekly. The app for smartphones/tablets is strongly 
recommended. Additional information about Blackboard policies is available in the FAQs file on Blackboard.  
Changed Class Room or Time: If the class room or time is changed by the Registrar or another FAMU official, it 
is your responsibility to learn the new location. I will announce any such changes via Blackboard. 
Cheating:  Cheating, in any form, will not be tolerated. Anyone caught cheating will be treated accordingly. 

mailto:ontologist@aol.com


Page 3 of 8 
 
Compliance: The University’s Americans with Disabilities ACT Policy Statement and the University’s Non-
Discrimination Policy Statement can be viewed at www.famu.edu. This class is taught in compliance with these 
policies. 
Email: Be sure that your FAMU email address is usable. That is the email address I will use to contact you.  
Enrollment: Students who are not enrolled in the class will not receive a grade. It is the student’s 
responsibility to make sure he/she is properly enrolled in the class. If you expect to be reinstated do not 
simply stop attending class—contact me as soon as possible. 
Excuses:  I only accept legitimate, official excuses, such as those from coaches and Deans’ offices. Unofficial 
excuses (such as doctor’s notes, letters from relatives or employers) are not acceptable. Students are required 
to provide any excuse within seven (7) days of the last day of the absence.  In any case, any excuse must be 
provided prior to the end of my last normal office hours.  
Extensive absences: A student who has an extensive number of excused absences and elects to not withdraw 
from the class must meet with me to discuss the situation within seven (7) days of the student’s return to class 
and no later than the end of my last normal office hours.  The student is required to complete the special 
circumstances form before this meeting. Failure to meet these conditions results in a non-negotiable “O” on 
all missed work. Any extensive makeup work takes place entirely at my discretion. Do not wait until the last 
minute to decide to address this matter.  
Grade Discussion: I will not discuss individual grades during class time. Such discussions take place during my 
office hours. A grade discussion can never result in a lowered grade (unless the discussion reveals that 
cheating or plagiarism has taken place). 
Grade Information: Grades cannot be given by phone or posted in public. You are expected to check your 
grades regularly on Blackboard. You are required to check your grades at least twice: once during the midterm 
week and once in the last week of classes prior to my last office hours. You are required to report any 
discrepancies or problems immediately and supply the relevant evidence. If you fail to inform me of a 
discrepancy/problem or fail to provide the supporting evidence by the end of my last normal office hours, the 
grade(s) will not be changed. 
Incompletes: Requirements: 1) At least half the course work has been completed.  2) The minimum 
requirements for completing the course have not been completed.  3)  The student has at least a “C” average 
for the completed work.  4) The failure to complete the work is not the student’s fault.  5) Valid, signed 
excuses from his/her dean’s office must be provided. 6) The student must make the request no later than 
seven (7) days prior to my last normal office hours. 7) The student must complete the incomplete form and 
have it approved by me no later than the end of my last officer hours. You must meet all these requirements 
to qualify for an incomplete. 
Make-ups: There are no normal makeups. In the case of quizzes (and assignments in Critical Inquiry), the best 
ten (10) count and a number of missed quizzes (and assignments in CI) will be dropped. In the case of exams, 
the “makeup” time period runs from the end of the due date to the end of the deadline. The paper is done or 
not done—there is no make-up. A student who has special circumstances (and documentation) might qualify 
for makeup work (see below).  
Paper:   For classes that have a paper, there are additional polices covering the paper. These are specified in 
the file(s) for the paper, available on Blackboard. Students are required to be familiar with this information. 
Ignorance of these polices is no excuse.  
The Last Day: All class related business (except the final) must be completed by the end of my office hours on 
the last day I hold my normal office hours. This will be in the last week of classes, not finals week. I do not hold 
normal office hours during finals week. 
Unusual/Special Circumstances: Reasonable accommodations will be made for all legitimate circumstances. It 
is the student’s responsibility to make me aware of such relevant circumstances as soon as possible. Do not 
wait until the end of the semester! A special circumstances form is provided with this syllabus for requesting 

http://www.famu.edu/
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special accommodations for special circumstances.  The form is also available as separate PDF file on 
Blackboard. 
 
Academic Learning Compact for Introduction to Philosophy 
Students will refer to the ALC page for additional information. http://www.famu.edu/assessment/ 
In accord with the ALC students enrolled in this class will: 
1. Demonstrate proficiency in written communication. Implementation will be via written papers and 
evaluation will be via appropriate rubrics. 
2. Demonstrate competence in critical thinking. Students will receive training in argumentation and 
philosophical reasoning. Assessment will be via appropriate rubrics. 
3. Demonstrate familiarity with the critical concepts and methods of Philosophy and/or Religion.  Students will 
be exposed to these concepts via instruction and will be assessed via appropriate rubrics. 
4. Demonstrate understanding of diverse cultures and/or world views. Students will be exposed to a diversity 
of philosophical views. Assessment will be via appropriate rubrics. 
5. Demonstrate ability to do research and to generate original written contributions to Philosophy and/or 
Religion. Assessment will be via appropriate rubrics. 
 
Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP): “Enhancing Performance in Critical Thinking”. This class enhances quality by 
including extensive material on critical thinking. Specifically, the class covers basic logic, argumentative writing 
and philosophical reasoning.  
 
Schedule (subject to revision) 
Check Blackboard for the specific times! 
 
Exam #1 Due:  May 15 Paper “On Time Bonus” Deadline: June 10 
Draft Due:  May 23 Paper “Emergency” Deadline: June 13 
Exam #1 Deadline:  May 23 Last Class: June 13 
Exam #2 Due: May 23 Last Office Hours: June 13 
Extension Request Deadline: June 4 Exam #3 Deadline: June 13 
Exam #2 Deadline: June 4 Exam #4 Deadline: June 13 
Exam #3 Due: June 4 50% Grade Paper Deadline:  June 17 
Draft Deadline: June 6 Final Exam: June 17 
 
Exam Due Dates & Deadlines 
Exam Due Date: Each exam has a due date (and time). This is the time by which the exam is expected to be 
completed. 
Exam Deadline: This is the date (and time) by which the exam must be completed. Failure to complete the 
exam by this deadline will result in a zero (0) on the exam. Exam #4 and the Final Exam have only deadlines.  
 
Paper Due Dates & Deadlines 
Draft Due: The draft due date indicates the expected completion date for the first draft. Drafts will be 
commented on and graded. The draft grade will be a “temporary” grade. This grade will be replaced by the 
grade on the final version of the paper, assuming the grade on the final version of the paper is better (and 
assuming that plagiarism does not occur). Paper drafts can be turned in before this due date. Drafts must be 
printed copies, except in classes that are entirely online. In such classes, drafts can be turned in via Blackboard 
(a draft assignment will be created for entirely online classes).  
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Draft Deadline Date: This is the last time to turn in a draft. The exact time of day will be specified.  Drafts must 
be printed copies, except in classes that are entirely online. For entirely online classes, drafts can be turned in 
via Blackboard (a draft assignment will be created for such classes). Papers turned in after the draft deadline 
time will be considered final revisions and will be graded as such. Any number of drafts can be turned in prior 
to this date and these will be commented on and graded. The draft deadline cannot be extended. On the draft 
deadline day, you can turn in a draft during my office hours (or class, if it occurs before my last office hours 
that day). I will read the drafts on a first-come-first-serve basis until my office hours end. To be fair, I will take 
the amount of time remaining and divide it by the number of drafts.  
 
Paper “On Time Bonus” Deadline Date:  This is the last time to turn in a paper and receive the +5 bonus. The 
exact time will be specified. This date cannot be extended. A Safe Assign assignment for turning in the paper 
will be available on Blackboard until the specified time and date. The paper MUST be turned in via Blackboard. 
Printed copies, emailed copies and so on will NOT be accepted. 
 
Paper “Emergency” Deadline: This is the last time to turn in the paper and receive full credit. This date can be 
extended by successfully completing a request for an extension. A Safe Assign assignment for turning in the 
paper will be available on Blackboard until the specified time and date. The paper MUST be turned in via 
Blackboard. Printed copies, emailed copies and so on will NOT be accepted. 
 
50% Grade Paper Deadline:  This is the last date to turn in a paper and receive 50% credit. Papers turned in 
after this date will receive a 0. A Safe Assign assignment for turning in the paper will be available on 
Blackboard until the specified time and date. The paper MUST be turned in via Blackboard. Printed copies, 
emailed copies and so on will NOT be accepted. 
 
I’m So Confused!:  Here is the simple version: 1) Turn in your draft on or before the draft deadline if you want 
comments on your paper so you can rewrite it. 2) Turn in the paper on or before the paper “on time” deadline 
if you want the +5 bonus. 3) Turn in the paper by the paper “emergency” deadline if you want full credit. 4) 
Turn in the paper on or before the 50% paper deadline if you want half credit. 5) Turn in the paper after the 
50% paper deadline (or never turn it in) if you want a zero.  
 
Paper Extensions & Excuses 

Simply providing an excuse will not change the paper deadlines for you. The following details the policies for 
requesting an extension. There are no exceptions to these rules. Please do not ask.  

 
Extension: A student who faces circumstances that seriously impede his/her ability to complete the paper can 
request an extension. To qualify for an extension a student must be in a situation that is 1) unavoidable by 
reasonable means and 2) such that it prevents working on the paper for a significant amount of time. An 
extension must be requested by the extension request deadline, which is specified on the syllabus. A student 
must also provide legitimate documentation from the university and complete the extension request form. 
Failure to meet these conditions will result in an automatic refusal of an extension request. Extensions are 
entirely at my discretion.  

Examples of qualifying situations would include military service or a debilitating medical condition that 
prevent a student from being able to write (such as a broken hand). Situations that can be reasonably avoided 
or do not prevent a student from working on the paper for a significant amount of time do not qualify. 
Examples of situations that would NOT qualify include having a court date, having computer problems, having 
a minor illness for a short duration, and so on.  
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An extension will extend the deadline for the paper by a specified amount. This will vary depending on the 
conditions but will typically be proportional to the duration of the impeding situation. In no case will an 
extension extend the paper deadline beyond my last office hours.  
 
Special Extension:  A student who faces dire circumstances that arise after the extension request deadline but 
before the paper deadline can make an appeal for a special extension. To qualify for a special extension a 
student must be in a situation that is 1) unavoidable and unforeseeable by reasonable means and 2) such that 
it prevents the student from completing and turning in the paper by the paper deadline. A student must also 
provide legitimate documentation from the university and complete the extension request form. Failure to 
meet these conditions will result in an automatic refusal of a special extension request. Special extensions are 
entirely at my discretion.  

Examples of qualifying situations would include a sudden serious injury/illness requiring an extensive 
hospital stay or being suddenly called up for National Guard service due to a natural disaster. Situations that 
can reasonable be avoided or that do not prevent a student from completing or turning paper do not qualify. 
Examples of situations that would NOT qualify include minor illnesses, computer problems or a scheduled 
court date.  

A special extension will extend the deadline for the paper by a specified amount. This will vary depending on 
the conditions but will typically be proportional to the duration of the impeding situation.  In no case will a 
special extension extend the paper deadline beyond the end of the class final.  
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Paper Extension Request Form (Also available as a PDF form via Blackboard) 
 
Name: 
 
Email: 
 
Class (for which the extension is requested):  
 
Brief Description of Situation (Attach supporting documentation from the university): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relevant Dates of the Situation:  
 
 
Date to which the extension is requested: 
 
Your Signature:  Date: 

 
Dr. LaBossiere’ Reply 
 
 
Signature: Date: 
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Dr. Michael LaBossiere’s Special Circumstances Form 
(Also available as a PDF form via Blackboard) 

Contact Information 
Name  

 
Phone  

Email  
 

Student ID  

 
Classes (With Dr. LaBossiere) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Description of Speical Circumstances: Please clearly and concisely describe the relevant circumstances.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have documentation for these circumstances? Yes   No  If “yes”, please provide the documentation. 
 
Request: Please specify the request you are making in regards to your special circumstances. Be sure to specify dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature/Date                                                                        
 

Dr. LaBossiere’ Reply 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature/Date                                                                        
Revised: 5/2/2013 
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